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Schools reopen for in-person learning this week 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM 
— After going fully remote last 
week, the district’s schools have 
returned to the hybrid in-person 
learning model this week. 

And Superintendent Al Ga- 
nem Jr. said he hopes to keep 
it that way, in order to provide 
in-person education for students 
and to prevent staff furloughs. 

On Nov. 22, the district noti- 
fied staff, family and communi- 
ty stakeholders that the district 
would be fully remote from Nov. 
30 through Dec. 4, Ganem said 


during the school committee’s 
Dec. 3 meeting. 

“During the week of Nov. 16, 
we had multiple conversations 


with nurses, the Department of 


Public Health... and we looked 
at data locally and nationally,” 
Ganem said. “After meeting with 
our medical team, the adminis- 
trative team and the school com- 
mittee chair, the decision was 
made out of abundance of cau- 
tion to go fully remote.” 

On Dec. 2, the decision 
was made to return to in-per- 
son, hybrid-model learning this 
week, after school leaders and 
local health officials looked at 


“T can’t promise 
the data we look 
at won’t change 

and we'll have 

to go back to full 
remote again” 


— Superintendent 
Al Ganem Jr. 


local data and the impact of 
COVID-19 at the school level, 
Ganem said. 

Although students were 
learning remotely, staff and 
teachers still went into class- 
rooms to teach last week. There 
were some circumstances where 
staff were allowed to work from 
home, Ganem said, and there 
were several connectivity issues. 

“We did have a few glitches,” 
he said. “But it benefits all of 
us being on campus — we could 
support each other.” 

Some of the district’s schools 
have closed temporarily this se- 
mester after cases were detected, 


but last week was the first time 
the whole district was remote 
this school year. 

“T can’t promise the data we 
look at won’t change and we’ll 
have to go back to full remote 
again,’ he said. “My hope is if 
this does happen, won’t have 
to do it across entire district... I 
can’t stress enough; our build- 
ings are safe and we’re doing ev- 
erything we can to keep out staff 
and students safe at all times.” 

Ganem said one reason he 
hopes they’ll be able to continue 
with the hybrid model is to pre- 


Please see SCHOOL, page 10 





Hampden prepares for vaccine 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — As many as 
many as 300,000 COVID-19 
vaccines will reach the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts by 
month’s end — a development 
that proved worthy of discus- 
sion during the Dec. 7 meeting 
of the Hampden Selectboard. 

The Pfizer vaccine is expect- 
ed to be approved in the com- 
ing days, and approval of the 
Moderna vaccine will follow 
soon after. That news should 
be well-received in the town of 
Hampden, where a total of 177 
residents have tested positive 
for the novel coronavirus this 
year as of Dec 1. 


Despite the string of recent 
developments, it will likely be 
months until the majority of 
Hampden residents have the 
opportunity to be inoculated, 
Selectboard Chair Donald Dav- 
enport explained on Dec. 7. 

“T wouldn’t expect that the 
general population will see the 
vaccine until late spring at the 
best,’ said Davenport. 

When vaccines become 
available, they will first be giv- 
en to healthcare workers treat- 
ing COVID-19 patients or long- 
term care residents. Vaccines 
will then be administered to 
other healthcare workers, first 
responders and individuals at 
high-risk for the virus, accord- 
ing to the state’s COVID-19 


Vaccine Advisory Group. 

Prior to Monday’s meet- 
ing, Selectboard member Mary 
Ellen Glover participated in a 
Board of Health meeting along- 
side other town officials. She 
reassured the viewing audience 
that the town is preparing for 
the eventual arrival and distri- 
bution of COVID-19 vaccines. 

“The state has asked for 
plans for dispensing sites for 
inoculations or vaccines,’ said 
Glover. “(The Board of Health) 
has done this before and is de- 
veloping a plan, which is almost 
a revisiting of the old (vaccina- 
tion) plan that they had, and 
then forwarding it to the state. 


Please see VACCINE, page 10 


Wilbraham sees post-Thanksgiving 
COVID-19 spike 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM — At this 
week’s Board of Selectmen 
meeting, Public Health Nurse 
Jill Conselino said “it’s been 
a pretty busy week as far as 
COVID,’ with 83 new cases re- 
ported over the last week. 

As of Monday, there were 
94 active cases in the commu- 
nity, compared with 35 active 
cases the week before. 

“There have been 83 new 
positives since last Monday,” 
Conselino said. “It could be 
related to Thanksgiving — that 
would be my best guess as to 
where all those cases have 
come from.” 

Last week, the town was still 
in the yellow, moderate-risk 
zone, according to state health 
officials. Conselino said there 
would be new information on 
the town’s current positivity 
rate and risk classification on 
Thursday morning, but that 
number-wise, “we’re over the 


threshold the state has set,’ 
meaning Wilbraham could be 
moving into the red, high-risk 


zone. 

Six of the active cases are 
students in the Hampden-Wil- 
braham Regional School Dis- 





trict and 32 are household 
members of those students. One 
is a resident in a long-term care 
facility, Conselino said. 

On Monday, the state also 
announced that several new 


Stop the Spread testing sites 
would be opening. None are 
in the immediate Wilbraham/ 
Springfield area. 

The three closest locations 
are currently at the Eastfield 
Mall, which is open daily from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Holyoke Com- 
munity College, which is open 
Monday through Saturday, 
with varying hours; and the 

AMR Cottage Avenue site in 
Springfield, which is open by 
appointment only, Monday 
through Friday, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 
The University of Massa- 
chusetts at Amherst will be 
opening a new testing site for 
community residents, Conseli- 
no said. The new testing sites 
will be up and running by the 
end of the month. 

As of Friday, Governor 
Charlie Baker announced the 
state will no longer allow elec- 
tive surgeries at hospitals in 
Massachusetts, in order to make 


Please see COVID, page 15 





Hampden’s Police Chief, Jeff Farnsworth, has been recognized as 
the 2020 Chief of the Year by the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police 
Association. Courtesy photo. 


Hampden Police Chief 
named ‘Chief of the Year’ 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN -— It’s been an 
interesting year for Hampden 
Chief of Police, Jeff Farnsworth, 
from dealing with the pandemic 
to acting as a voice for law en- 
forcement during the protests 
and calls for police reform leg- 
islation. 

Because of his efforts, Farn- 
sworth, who’s also served as the 
president of the Massachusetts 
Chiefs of Police Association this 
year, has been recognized as the 
2020 Chief of the Year by his 
colleagues, the association an- 
nounced in a press release last 
week. 

“It was a very nice surprise,’ 
Farnsworth said in an interview 
Monday. “It’s very nice to be 
recognized by your peers like 
that. It’s very humbling for sure.” 

The annual selection is made 
based on all-around contribu- 
tions to the profession, accord- 
ing to the Massachusetts Chiefs 
of Police Association. 

In a statement, the association 
wrote that Farnsworth has “guid- 
ed us through this tumultuous 
year, while also leading his own 
police agency. He forged essen- 
tial relationships to ensure that 
the voices of our police chiefs 


were heard, whether the topic 
was COVID-19, police reform 
legislation or civil unrest. Our 
members owe deep gratitude to 
Chief Farnsworth for his steady 
and dedicated leadership during 
2020.” 

All 351 communities in the 
state are part of the association, 
along with about 100 universi- 
ty and college law enforcement 
agencies. 

Farnsworth was elected as 
president of the association in 
December of 2019 and will hand 
the title over to his successor 
after the association’s elections 
next week. 

“The year really got off to 
quite a bang, dealing with the 
COVID situation,’ Farnsworth 
said. “For a good period of time, 
I would work quite often out of 
the MEMA bunker in Framing- 
ham, just helping to coordinate 
the demands on law enforcement 
during the initial stages of the 
pandemic.” 

Farnsworth has also served 
as the law enforcement repre- 
sentative during standing calls 
every Tuesday and Friday with 
the state’s Department of Pub- 
lic Health. Those duties include 
fielding and dealing with ques- 


Please see CHIEF, page 15 
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B® NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Wilbraham food drive Great Decisions Discussion Group returns online 
through Dec. 18 ration has begun for the 2021 (QTRABEUMD)BOUIVCOINNS) store on ther webstie: hips 


Great Decisions Discussion [RAMAsGI NS Css. aw =www.fpa.org/great_decisions/ 
WILBRAHAM - The Idea: Currently in the United Group, to be held at the Wilbra-  \% room. en Wh This year, Karen and Ken 
States 1 out of 8 people are experiencing a food crisis. ham Public Library beginning pian RT Ty y oS __-—s- Furst, and Bob Kirkwood have 
This crisis hits home in all communities. in February. The topics from = eee se 4 i eae = volunteered to lead the library’s 
The Evangel Assembly in Wilbraham is the home to a the upcoming series, selected PEt ' ‘iume.§ i) local chapter of this national 
local food pantry, which by the Foreign Policy Associa- - ore : Mer conversation. The three leaders 
will benefit from this WH ILBR AH a tion, are “Roles of International oe have each participated in the 
collection. My Organizations in a Global Pan- ss ve = Ye a 23 i 4 = Great Decisions group in pre- 
Any non-perishable CANS Because We .. demic’, “Global Supply Chains a  B re vious years, and have helped to 


food items are request- 
ed. High protein items 
in need include tuna, 
beans, peanut butter, 
pasta and rice. Any food 


A Wilbraham Food Collecti © 
donation will be gladly Community initiative. a gles over the Melting Arctic”, 


and National Security”, “Chi- 
na’s Role in Africa’, “ The Ko- 
rean Peninsula’, “Persian Gulf 
Security Issues”, “Brexit and 
the European Union’, “Strug- 


direct the group before. They 
are looking forward to guiding 
the group dialogue. 

The Friends of the Library 
continue to invest in this pro- 
gram and to give it their full 





accepted. and “The End of Globaliza- jg ora, to a 0 aaa support. 

There will be three oe tion?’”’. Sessions will be held on ‘ees ~ A zee ESS To register, sign up on the 
receptacles donated by community friend Pro Shred at Wednesdays from 4-5:30 p.m. |g ee ‘ y = Wilbraham Public Library 
the following locations: YMCA parking lot between the on Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24 March 3, oe 4 | = website —_https://www.wilbra- 
ee de — he 10, 17, 24, 31, and Apr. 7 and ™ - ga j ; Be: = ST, hamlibrary.org/ or call the front 

y> 14. Extra meetings have been Oe desk (596-6141). Participants 


Wilbraham Town Hall. Initiative dates are December 
7-11 and December 14-18. Drop-off times are 8:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Receptacles will be collected daily. 

There will also be a “T-Shirt Thursday’ promotion on 
Thursday, Dec. 17. The first 200 people making a dona- 
tion will receive a commemorative T-shirt made possible 
through the generosity of the Luso Federal Credit Union. 


built into the schedule to allow This year, due to library service need to register by Feb. 3. Reg- 

for makeup dates if needed. limitations, participants are each  istrants will receive a Zoom link 
To prepare for the discussions, encouraged to preorder their own _ before the first meeting takes place. 

participants generally read the For- book. The books can be reserved Any questions, please contact the 

eign Policy Association’s briefing now and will be shipped in Janu- _ library. 

book before attending the meetings. ary. The book costs $32, and can be 








Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees Scantic Valley YMCA to offer MIGHTY 


222 Upper Moss Hild. | Pediatric Weight Management Program 
Russell, MA 01071 
MI OSS — | | 413-862-3815 WILBRAHAM — The Scantic Val- struction and group exercise sessions. 
ley Y Branch of the YMCA of Greater To be eligible for the MIGHTY Pro- 
TRE E FAI Find us on Facebook Springfield, in collaboration with Bay- gram, participants must be at or above 
at Moss hilll Tree Farm state Health, is offering the MIGHTY the 95th percentile for body mass index 






















Since 1956 


The M F 7 (Moving, Improving, and Gaining Health (BMI), provide a medical clearance form 
ee Ona, Open Dawn fo Dark Together at the YMCA) program, begin- signed by their health care provider and 
until Christmas ning January 2021. attend a registration session. Inquire be- 


MIGHTY, funded by a grant from low for more information. The upcoming 
Kohl’s Cares, is an evidence-based, session is for children between the ages of 


SE LECT & C UT-YO U R-OWN multi-component pediatric weight man- 10 -— 13. Classes will be held on Wednes- 


agement program. This free program days from 4-6 p.m. 
Live Spruces ° Balsam ° Frazier * Concolor Firs meets twice per month, over a six-month Space is limited. Contact the Scantic 


25 - All Siz to 16éf t period. During each two-hour session, Valley Y, Jen Kennedy, MIGHTY Coor- 
: ? 950 sizes a 6 fee children and their families engage with dinator, jakennedy@springfieldy.org or 


Two Trees for $60 od Bring a Friend ~ Some Pre-Cut exercise specialists, nutritionists and be- Dawn Lapierre, Healthy Living Director, 
havioral health workers in classroom in- 413-596-2748, x3107. 


On Weekends We Offer FREE: 


Warming Fires * Helpers * Loaner Saws * Evergreen Boughs 


Please Be COVID Safe / Bring In This Ad for 10% Off wilbr ahamhampdentimes.tur ley.com 















Mr. John’s sWValleygititieri} TE a Var S tl Gp « Donovan's 


3 xd h Pub 
arabada pL THE CUTTING CREW O52 Se 
2341 Boston Rd, Wilbraham GIFT CARDS 


The Wilbraham Shops Cuts ¢ Color Foils ¢ Perms eens esis aa 
(41 3) 596-8144 Give the gift of Manicures e Pedicures Cocktails ° Dining In ° Take Out Great Irish Music 
sunshine and relaxation! Support Small Businesses ae feeee ai — and Good Cheer With A 


, ‘ with BB Gift Certificates! Min order $15 / $3 charge in Wilbrah Je Gi ifi y 
(The Gif with Style! Can be used in the salon or to purchase BB Gift Boxes. tata she anwithin 5 miles) Donovan s Gift Certificate! 


2341 BOSTON ROAD ‘ : 
UTA SY UTS SSM Mary, Susan, Cindy, Gina, Robin, Lisa & Shery | 2@Febeautygirl.com ae dig sia Eastfield Mall 







BARE BEAUTY 





















Offering shipping, curbside ? 
Open Tues.-Sat. 4 + = gimbal ies 4 596-8774 © 596-8933 pickup & home delivery 2571 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 1655 Boston Rd. 
2460 Boston Road 271 East St., Ludlow, MA www.MandarinWilbrahamRest.com 543-0791 






















Call for www.wilbrahamtanning.com Hours Open: Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9 
an appointment (TOTES a Ua ROU SU The Midway Shops, Wilbraham Ei (413) 244-7143 Fri, & Sat. T1am-1Opm « Sun. 12 Noon-9pm 


OP's 
Sf LO N J RISCOTTI & Please consider these 


GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE [eam GMCS” ie GIFT CARDS CHOCOLATES | wonderful businesses 
ONLINE & IN STORE wo J Ra) | wee TO MAKE HER Handmade in our community when 


7 FEEL BEAUTIFUL Biscotti & Chocolates : : 
ee te sacl MA Rd. my AVAILABLE At Lisi purchasing Gift Cards 


413-782-0288 libata, Gift! |454 A ; GIFT CERTIFICATES | this holiday season. 
www.simplybeadiful.com | (wi re It Lai Pe ssbe sia Your support of small, 





www.donovanspub.com 






































| www.popschocolate.com 
Wed. 11-3, Thurs. 11-7 70 Post Office Park Suite 7005 Wed.-Fri.10-5, Sat. 10-2 
Fri. 11-3, Sat. 10-2, Sun. 11-1 Wilbraham, MA 01095 vagy (lose Sun. Tues, : independent business 
— see ee ueel vf Wilbraham Shops. | Ke@pS Our community strong! 
Vv. .mon- AAA Open Tues ay-Satur ay 413-596-9339 
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Springfield Garden Club to host virtual tour 


of holiday decorations Dec. 18 


SPRINGFIELD — The Spring- 
field Garden Club will host “Decked 
Out for the Holidays” presented by 
Jana Milbocker of Enchanted Gar- 
dens on Friday, Dec. 18 at 11:30 a.m. 
The event will be virtual and will be 
accessible via Zoom. 

If you love holiday decorations 
but cannot see them in person this 
year, take a virtual tour! We will vis- 
it Blithewold, Newport Mansions, 
Winterthur and Longwood Gardens 
sumptuously decorated and lit for the 
holiday season. 

Jana Milbocker is a garden de- 
signer, speaker, and author. She com- 
bines horticulture, design, and 

travel tips to educate, inspire and 
delight both new and seasoned gar- 
deners. Jana loves to visit gardens 
and historic sites in the U.S. and 
abroad, and share her trips through 
her books, photos and blog. She pub- 


lished The Garden Tourist: 120 Des- 
tination Gardens and Nurseries in 
the Northeast in 2018, and The Gar- 
den Tourist’s New England in 2020. 
She has lectured at flower shows in 
Mass., Conn., Maine, New York and 
New Jersey, as well as a multitude of 
horticultural societies, garden clubs, 
and libraries in the Northeast. She is 
owner of Enchanted Gardens, a land- 
scape design firm in the Boston area. 
(EnchantedGardensDesign.com.) 
She is past president of the Holliston 
Garden Club, and active in the Gar- 
den Club Federation of Mass., Mas- 
sachusetts Horticultural Society, and 
GardenComm International. 

The club is also offering an on- 
line Holiday Boutique and Auction 
featuring quality gift items and holi- 
day arrangements. Proceeds from the 
Holiday Boutique and Auction allow 
the Club to offer: 


Educational outreach to youth in 
our region 

Fresh flower arrangements for 
patients in nursing homes, 

Creation and maintenance of 
public gardens around the city! 

For a link to the auction site, 
please email your name and phone 
number to spfldgardenclub @ gmail. 
com. 

The presentation is open to the 
public as well as club members via 
Zoom. Tickets for guests are $5 and 
are available at EventBrite.com. 

For more information on_ this 
and other Springfield Garden Club 
events go to 

www.gcfm.org/springfieldgar- 
denclub or visit them on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/ 
SpringfieldMAGardenClub/ 





Rotary Club begins 


\ 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS! 


Spectacular 
Poinsetiias 3 = 
“Not Just Red” | ie 


Winter Rose, Brilliant Pinks, 
Marbled, White & Variegated 


“Fantasy Colors” 
BLUE, Lavender, Gold 
“Glittered and Glamorous” 
All Colors & Sizes in Decorative Containers Too! 


Beautlful Sfcliday Presh 
* « Flower & Evergreen 


Arrangements 


Featuring Reindeer, 
Cardinals & Candles 


Fresh Flower Bouquets 
with Gnomes & Ornaments 



























Winter Clothing Drive »« ** 


WILBRAHAM ~— The Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Rotary Club has 
begun collecting clean, gently-worn 
or new winter clothing including 
gloves and hats for adults and chil- 
dren beginning this month. Clean 
white socks are also needed to be 
given to the homeless. Donated 
items will be turned over to the 
Community Survival Center serving 
the towns of Wilbraham, Hampden 
and Ludlow and the Springfield and 






a 


Watch Them Grow! 
Holiday Bulbs ~ Stunning Amaryllis 


and Fragrant Paper Whites 


Holiday Travel Mugs 
in Your Favorite Winter Themes 


Gourmet 
Gift Baskets 


neighborhoods of Indian Orchard, 
Sixteen Acres and Pine Point. 

Area residents are invited to 
make a difference in our local com- 
munity by donating to the winter 
clothing drive. The club has col- 
lection bins in the Scantic Valley 
YMCA in Post Office Park and in 
Rice’s Fruit Farm store on south 
Main Street. For more information 
call 413-537-4171. 
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Dolls 
Plush 
Models 
Books Construction 
Arts & Crafts Educational 


“WHERE IT’S ALL FUN & GAMES!” 
2 GREAT 


Toys 
Games 
Puzzles 


1 ss 


eee on | on 
sees © 4 mG 208 fo 
ee dh . . #5 mn mors i] 
ts Se ane tee te ee 


a 


wa 
1d 


443 Center 
Ludlow 


5 East Silver Stree 
Westfield 
(Big Y Plaza) (Big Y Plaza) 


413-610-1459 413-579-5472 
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm, Sunday 11am-6pm 


Ei playnowtoy.com 


New England Specialties, 
Italian Gourmet Baskets, 
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets, 
Chocolate Lover's & MORE 






Holiday Foods! 


New ~ Holiday Dinner Packages ~ 
Turkey, Ham, Steak Tips, 
Lasagna & Chicken Francaise 
With Complimentary Side Dishes 
Serving 4-6 or 8-12 Diners 


| Boars Head Deli Platters ¢ Quiche 
Pegg Fruit & Veggie Trays ¢ Meatballs 
hoo Stuffed Mushrooms & MORE 


Mini Black Bottom Cup Cakes 
Red Velvet Cake e Festive Cookies, 
Pies & Desserts 















Gluten Free Holiday Foods 
Fresh and in Our Freezer Section 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 





631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN: 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -— 7PM 


Find us on and You(jiir 
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B OBITUARIES 


Nazih A. Zebian, 64 
June 18, 1956 — November 17, 2020 


Nazih A. Zebian passed 
away peacefully at home on 
Nov. 17, surrounded by his 
adoring family. He is survived 
by his wife, Hazel of 40 years, 
and his children, Amanda Vasta 
and her husband Scott of Wil- 
braham; Linda Ezziddin and 
her husband Omar of Wilbra- 
ham, Nazih Jr. of Monson, and 
Joseph Zebian of Wilbraham; 
as well as his four grandchildren: 
Brayden, Sadie, Abraham and Dalia. 

Born June 18, 1956 in Mdoukha, Leb- 
anon, he immigrated to the U.S. in 1973 
and settled in Springfield. He found pro- 
fessional success in an unlikely place for 
a young man who grew up working on a 
vineyard: furniture. 

He and Hazel opened Ideal Furniture 
Inc. in Agawam in 1985, and soon after 
relocated to Indian Orchard on Parker 
Street. In 1992, they opened a second lo- 





Death Notices 


Hildegarde M. Lyon, age 90, 
Died November 30, 2020; Wilbraham 
Funeral Home is assisting the family. 


Nazih A. Zebian 
Died November 17, 2020 
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cation: Country Homes Furni- 
ture in Wilbraham. He learned 
to fix just about anything in his 
more than 30 years in business 
and became a fixture of the lo- 
cal community as he serviced 
his customers. Not a contractor 
by trade, he learned how to lead 
a construction project like a pro- 
fessional, and built numerous 
homes throughout Wilbraham. 
A generous man, he often gave 
away items from his store to customers at 
no charge. He never passed a person in 
need without giving. 

He was known to be an impeccable 
dresser, regardless of the occasion. He 
gardened in oxfords and Dockers, his 
black hair combed back and set with po- 
made. There were few things he loved 
after his wife and children: his furniture 
store — a 300-year-old building he worked 
tirelessly to restore and maintain: his 
homes in Wilbraham and Portsmouth, RI: 
the first crop of garden tomatoes; fig trees; 
the New York Yankees; and his pristine 
closet full of clothing and shoes. 

In leu of flowers, memorial contri- 
butions may be made to Shriners Hospi- 
tal, 516 Carew Street, Springfield, MA 
01104, St. Jude Children’s Research Hos- 
pital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105-9959 or to the ASPCA by visiting 
www.aspca.org. 


Aynpalhy loral Arangements 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


You’ve come to know & love Cima for our fine dining experiences — 


BUT DID YOU KNOW WE ALSO MAKE GOURMET PIZZA? 


Well, now you do. And for a limited time, we're giving it away! 


Order any of our 24” gourmet pies or a traditional 18” combo 
(with pepperoni, hamburger, onions and peppers) 
and get a 12” cheese pizza FREE 
(because kids don’t like all that “stuff” on it like us grownups do!). 


Check out www.cimawilbraham.com/menu 
for our amazing pizza creations — or order one just the way you like it — 
whether at the restaurant or to go! 
Either way, you'll soon be in the know about 
Wilbraham’s best kept secret... Cima’s gourmet pizza is simply amazing! 


Looking for the perfect gift for that someone special? 
Give the gift that’s always in good taste... 
a Gift Certificate from Cima! Available in any denomination 
(and one size fits all!), Cima gift certificates are on sale 
at the restaurant any Tuesday through Sunday, beginning at 4:30pm. 


ARE YOU A LAST-MINUTE SHOPPER? 
CIMA’S GOT YOU COVERED. 


We'll open at noon on Christmas Eve for gift certificate sales! 


While Cima will be closed on Christmas Day, 
we invite you and yours to join us for dinner on Christmas Eve! 
We'll be serving dinner from 5- 8pm 
and have a limited number of reservations available — 
so don’t be shut out. Make your reservation today! 


For more information, reservations or to order meals or pizzas to go, 
please call 413-279-3322 after 4:30pm, Tuesday through Sunday! 


VOAVOM sYoxi nolan core mm sail e)e-lar-las PPA Wen Lebeze 
www.cimawilbraham.com ¢ 413-279-3322 
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Bright Nights at Forest Park 
extended nightly to 9:30 p.m. 


SPRINGFIELD — Bright Nights at 
Forest Park has received permission 
from Lieutenant Governor Karen Poli- 
to to extend entry to the show until 9:30 
p.m., as of Dec. 5. 

The Spirit of Springfield had been 
allowing cars to enter Forest Park until 
8:45 p.m. due to Massachusetts Gover- 
nor Charlie Baker’s current COVID-19 
order. 

“Tt is an extra 45 minutes of holiday 
cheer each night during a time when it 
is so needed,” said Spirit of Springfield 
President Judy Matt. ““We want as many 
families as possible to fill their hearts 
with the warmth of the holiday season 
while staying safe in their car. We are 
grateful to have the opportunity to con- 
tinue to make Bright Nights a holiday 
tradition for so many.” 

Bright Nights at Forest Park will 
operate nightly through Jan. 6, opening 
at 4:45 p.m. and closing the entrance at 
9:30 p.m. To follow COVID-19 safety 
protocols, tickets must be purchased in 
advance, online at brightnights.org or 
at Big Y World Class Markets. Visitors 
must stay in their vehicles at all times 


and wear masks when interacting with 
others. Restrooms are available at the 
entry for emergency use only. 

Bright Nights’ 26th season is spon- 
sored by AAA - Pioneer Valley, Amer- 
ican Eagle Financial Credit Union, 
American Medical Response, Balise 
Auto, Baystate Health, Big Y World 
Class Markets, C & S Wholesale Gro- 
cers, Charlie Arment Trucking Inc., 
Comcast, Eversource Energy, Glea- 
son Johndrow Landscaping, Health 
New England (HNE), iHeart Media, 
MassLive, MassMutual, Mercy Medi- 
cal Center, MGM Springfield, MP PC, 
PeoplesBank, The Republican, Smith & 
Wesson, Springfield Thunderbirds, and 
WWLP-22News. 

The Spirit of Springfield has been 
collaborating with the Springfield De- 
partment of Parks, Buildings and Recre- 
ation Management since 1995 to present 
Bright Nights at Forest Park. The holiday 
lighting experience has entertained more 
than six million people and this year as 
recognized by the American Bus Associ- 
ation as one of their Best of the Best in 
their Festival and Events category. 





Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Wilbraham Hampden Times 





Saint Mary’s 
Cemetery closed 
for burials 


HAMPDEN -— Saint Mary’s 
Cemetery on Scantic Road in 
Hampden is closed for burials as 
of Dec. 1. It will resume burials 
on April 1, 2021. The cemetery 
remains open from dawn to dusk 
daily for visitation. 


The perfect gift for someone in your life ... 
and perhaps for yourself, too! 


Prayering 
Openings for Contemplation 
and Personal Prayer 


Wars 
d ee 


Virginia £. Collins-English 


‘An experienced spiritual director and teacher, Virginia Collins-English 
offers us finely tuned insights in this inspired collection [of poetry, prose, and 
photographs]. Exquisite. Touching. Intense. Lovely.” 

A Trappist monk and priest of Spencer Abbey 


“This is a book you will return to many times. Wherever you are in your faith 
journey, there is something to enrich your prayer and reflection.” 


Sr. Paula Robillard, SSJ of Springfield 


‘Tf you believe, or would like to believe, that “prayer is a way to enjoy God and to 
invite God to enjoy you, Prayering will be your guide.” 
Dr. Robert E. Price, Springfield College 


Read more at www.prayering.life 


Order Prayering: Openings for 
Contemplation and Personal Prayer from 
www.prayering.life or from Amazon 


Virginia Collins-English M.Ed., CAGS, MAAT. is 
a native of western Massachusetts, living in Wilbraham. 
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The following students received 
Honor Roll status for the Term 1 mark- 
ing period at Wilbraham Middle School. 
Distinguished Honors is all A’s in all sub- 
jects; Honors is all A’s and/or B’s in all 
subjects. 


Distinguished Honors — Grade 8: 
Rachael Beaudry, Bryan Beckel, Audrey 
Bernard, Marissa Bontempi, Samantha 
Burnham, Mackenzie DaFonseca, Paul 
Diehl, Grace Fallon, Wen Xi Gao, Aar- 
on Gasteyer, Victoria Gonzalez, Alexan- 
der Gormley, Audrey Izzo, Kalli Joyce, 
Taylor Labadorf, Arthur Lam, Andrew 
Lang, Alayna Lucas, Alison Mackie, An- 
tonia Mascaro, Michael McGrath, Taylor 
Meunier, Margaret Michels, Nhi Nguyen, 
Tiffany Nguyen, Ava Ofcarcik, Nathan 
Pace, Mallory Poulin, Ethan Purcell, 
Dawson Rice, Hayden Richard, Matthew 
Ryan, Dillon Shea, Quinn Symington, 
Leah Tassinari, Colette Thayer, Isabella 
Tirabassi, Sofia Villanueva 


Honors — Grade 8: Joseph Agu- 
iar, Hannah Alves, Emmamarie Annear, 
Kyle Atkin, Lilliana Barkyoumb, Mason 
Belcamino, Nicholas Benninger, Joseph 


Bonavita, Thomas Brogan, Jeremiah 
Campbell, Margaret Capuano, Jayme 
Cerasuolo, Olivia Christenson, Zoe 


Dansereau, Jason DeGray, Joshua Disa, 
Lucie Dones, Amanda Fenyes, Nicholas 
Fopp, Andrew Fyntrilakis, Deacon Gard- 
ner, Kendall Gates, Noelle Giombetti, 
Hunter Gormally, McKenna Hale, Noelle 


Hisgen, Ryan Ice, Nora Kennedy, Quinn 
Kiernan, Sylar Knybel-Grant, Saman- 
tha Lloyd, Isabelle Manning, Jeremiah 
Martin, Catherine McMahon, Alexander 
Melluzzo, Collin Meunier, Sean Miller, 
Alya Nogueira, Ryan Oldread, Brayden 
O’Sullivan, Thomas O’Toole, Ava Pea- 
body, Laura Pecoy, Claire Pouliot, Al- 
exander Rice, Aiden Rodrigues, Ayden 
Sackrider, Christopher Salvi, Ella Sar- 
no, Gianna Siciliano, Corey Smith, Jack 
Sullivan, Brady Suomala, Camden Tabb, 
Ryan Tillberry, Johanyliz Torres, Ian 
Wall, Skylar Weinberg, Rylee Welch 


Distinguished Honors — Grade 7: 
Angelina Acevedo, Maxwell Baroni, 
Irene Chen, Anthony Cianfione, Kelly 
Cronin, Allison Demetri, Madeline Dos 
Santos, Aidan Dzierwinski, Cody Er- 
skine, Domenic Fantone, Miles Fergus, 
Lucas Fyntrilakis, Laila Hosnander, Laya 
Ibrahim, Tyler Jaslanek, Maeghan Joyce, 
Molly Kinsman, Kayleigh LaFromboise, 
Aidan Lee, Alyssa Nogueira, Cambria 
Norval, Anna O’ Toole, Cora Pace, Alex- 
ander Parent, Caydence Pellerini, Hannah 
Przechocki, Aezlin Rost, Lauren Rucki, 
Connor Seymour, Colin Sheehan, Alexa 
Sherman, Linda Stanco, Trevor Steele, 
Owen Sullivan, Abigail Tredo, Elizabeth 
Woytowicz 


Honors — Grade 7 Richmond Ac- 
quah, Rosalie Alpert, Ian Angelica, 
Adam Arce, Ali Awkal, Emma Balog, 
Kelly Balog, Alec Boilard, Mia Bolduc, 


HOLYOKE, MA | (413) 650-2500 
380 DWIGHT ST. | @CANNAPROVISIONSHOLYOKE 
9AM-8PM MON-SAT & 9AM-6PM SUN 


LEE, MA | (413) 394-5055 
VX Oy) sO) OYTO) NGS OLS ANNI NVAN SA COMVARS LO] NYC] 3(0] 0) 2 
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SCANNAPROVIS#HONSGROUP.COM 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of chil 
a been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be ag 
alijUana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this produc 


AY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairmen 
ae ne may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside or MA 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





Page 5 


CAMPUS NOTES 
Wilbraham Middle School Honor Roll 


Lila Britton, Kennedy Burgmyer, Alyssa 
Capen, Hayden Carlotto, Alexis Carreira, 
Cameron Cayo, Boston Childers, Logan 
Clark, Natalia Clarke, Steven Cocchi, 
Ava Croteau, Maliha Daubon, Madison 
Dunaj, Bruce Earl, Landyn Eldridge, Ja- 
cob Fahey, Noemi Fraga, Margaret Ful- 
ton, Khaliya Gagner, Madyson Giroux, 
Giselle Harris, Kathryn Kennedy, Zach- 
ariah Kozub, Evan Liverseidge, Kaitlyn 
Lopez Pham, Christian Lowe, Jack Lu- 
carelle, Avery Lucas, Hannah Luff, Aus- 
tin Marques, Luca Mastroianni, Michael 
Mazzaferro, Nolah McConnell, Madeline 
McDonald, Riley McLeod, Jacob Moore, 
Ava Moretti, Morgan Morrow, Lyric Nel- 
son, Vinh Nguyen, Stephen Nowicki, 
Luke O’Connor, Zachary Parent, Mia 
Peck, Jackson Pouliot, Charlotte Powell, 
David Preston, Katelynn Pronovost, Na- 
talie Proulx, William Quinn, Chloe Rob- 
ins, Annabella Rostek, Emma Rostek, 
Connor Roy, Mostaffa Saleh, Nina Se- 
manie, Biaunca Stewart, Isabella Strand, 
Johnathan Tobias, Thatcher Trumbull, 
Matthew VanDerBeken, Celena Williams 


Distinguished Honors — Grade 6: 
Lilliana Bennett, Bryana Blaser, Ange- 
lina Bontempi, Abigail Camire, Phil- 
ip Castellano, Samantha Catellier, Ivy 
Christensen, Annabella Cianfione, Kyla 
Dansereau, Katie DeGray, Addison Der- 
osia, Catherine Dickson, Jonathan Dyer, 
Alyssa Fortune, Olivia Gencarelli, Naomi 
Griffin, Lucy Haile, Liam Harrigan, Kate- 
lyn Hoar, Madelyn Hoskinson, Kadence 


Illig, Amelia Kellogg, Isabella Kirton, 
Abigail Lee, Cooper Ludbrook, Cameron 
Maziarz, Mary McGrath, Chelsea Ortega, 
Riddhi Patel, Kayla Pecoy, Nicholas Pel- 
letier, Natalie Petit, Collin Purcell, Julia 
Rossini, Tyler Supczak, Kaleb Sweet- 
man, Logan Thomas, Sylvia Tobias, Faith 
Trombly, Grace Trombly, Hope Trombly, 
Brayden Tugie, Booklyn Vasquez, Sarah 
Rose Walsh, Drew Weinberg, Kei Wil- 
liams, Thomas Wurm, Michael Zanolli 


Honors — Grade 6: Adrianna Bran- 
doli, Katherine Britt, Benjamin Carpen- 
ter, O’brien Chen, Eli Childers, Tucker 
Derosia, Ava Disa, Daniel Dix, Seamus 
Fitzgerald, Vincent Foster, Ella Gagliar- 
ducci, Sara Gonzalez, Ryan Haber, Rich- 
ard Hale, Ainsley Holden, Paige Holt, 
Ryan Jacobsen, Kalhan Kar, Gabriel 
Kishinevski, Peter Langone, Teagan La- 
wor, Perry Lempart, Emma Magill, Nola 
Malmborg, Mia Manseau, Molly Michels, 
Jameson Murray, Jack Paterno, Ainsley 
Patterson, William Powell, Samuel Przy- 
byl, Braeden Radway, Lauren Roberts, 
Karolina Robles-Maurer, Sydney Ro- 
cha, Jack Rumplik, Madelyn Sackrider, 
Quinn Salerno, Cameron Salvador, Pey- 
ton Sampson, Ava Scatolini, Moira Shan- 
non, Dillon Shaughnessey, Norah Smith, 
Andrew Stark, Benjamin Stebbins, Olivia 
Stephen, Grayson Sweet, Connor Tillber- 
ry, Isabella Usher, Madelyn Waskiewicz, 
Jade Wong- Vallejo 
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Coriander, fit for cookie-making 


y family and I have been enjoying 
IV crs by Candlelight at Old 

Sturbridge Village for as long as the 
program has been running. Wanting to visit the 
Village after a long work day is through is a 
real testament to how wonderful this evening 
event 1s. It was there that we first sampled a co- 
riander cookie made by a recipe from the ear- 
ly 19th century. We thought it was so yummy, 
in fact, that it became a welcome addition to 
our Christmas cookie repertoire. With a double 
batch under my belt just this afternoon, there 
is no time like the present to learn about this 
really neat, multi-purpose plant. 

Most gardeners already know that corian- 
der (Coriandrum sativum) is one of the few 
herbs that goes by two different names depend- 
ing on the part of the plant used. Its foliage, 
known as cilantro, is used fresh in a number of 
culinary delights. When the plant goes to seed, 
known as coriander, it can be used in that stage 
as well, eaten whole, crushed or powdered. 

I liken cilantro to be the “marigold” of the 
herb world. Either you love it or you hate it. I, 
for one, immensely dislike it and if given the 
chance to pick it out of my salsa I will certainly 
do so. Even in a restaurant. I found it interest- 
ing to learn that some people possess a genet- 
ically predisposed aversion to it, according to 
studies by Charles J. Wysocki, of the Monell 
Chemical Senses Center, in Philadelphia. To 
me it has a bitter taste that I have a hard time 
describing beyond that. Dirty? Soil-like? Most 





Letter 
to the Editor 


Celebrating Christmas 


Please remember as, we celebrate 
Christmas (Christ-Mass), we are celebrat- 
ing the birth of Jesus Christ, not Santa 
Claus, Rudolph the red nose reindeer, etc. 

It’s not Xmas, whose birthday we are 
celebrating either. 


Don Flannery, Wilbraham 


Town Legend 


The mile tree, so famous in town, 

Since long ago has been cut down. 

But in its day it was beauteous and grand 

Its history was known throughout the 
land. 


Along the driveway to Minnechaug, 

Nestled there in the early fog, 

Is the cute little school they named Mile 
Tree 

Representing the black oak that used to 
be. 


Exactly one mile from the center of town 

In the 1740’s the seed was put down. 

It grew tall and grand for over 200 years 

To the pride of the townsfolk and their 
peers. 


A walkers destination for the youth 

While purchasing an ice cream at the 
local booth. 

It was a mighty good place to congregate 

Back to the Academy before it got late. 


It stood there before the town had a name 

A monument of its own, just the same. 

Giving beauty to all who look 

Like turning the page of a fairy tale 
book. 


It took its last breath in 1964. 

The wilted old tree had been through the 
door 

Of an existence that only others could 
ask 

To be so grand and last and last. 


Dwayne Lyons, Ludlow 


people that do dislike it have a 
similar lack of descriptive ability; 
they just can’t put their finger on 
it, but they don’t like the taste...or 
the smell of it. 

It’s funny that when my oldest 
daughter received her Ancestry 
DNA results, she was shown not to 
possess the genetic aversion. Well, 
she didn’t get that from me.... ou 

Cilantro is often used in sal- a 
sa and other Mexican, Asian and 
Italian dishes including curries, 
sauces, salads and soups. If you 
prefer to grow the plant more for 
its greens and less for its seeds, man- 
age it as you would spinach. Sow seeds in the 
ground in the cool of the season and in succes- 
sion every two weeks. It dislikes being trans- 
planted but doesn’t mind pot culture. Harvest 
greens rather aggressively- about one-third of 
the plant at a time. Just like spinach, there are 
slow-to-bolt varieties to choose from such as 
aptly named ‘Slow Bolt’ and ‘Longstanding.’ 
Cilantro’s flowers are edible and they attract 
lots of beneficial insects such as lady beetles, 
parasitic wasps and syrphid flies. 

Coriander seeds, on the other hand, have a 
pleasant (at least to me) fragrance once dried. 
The scent is easier to pinpoint too; nutty and 
spicy (ever so slightly) come to mind. Corian- 
der seed is also well known in various ethnic 
cuisines and is a favorite in spice blends, curry 








IN THE 


GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 





being the most popular. It is also 
used in the making of a number 
of distilled spirits, herbal liqueurs 
and Christmas cookies as I have 
come to find out and favor! 

The Herb Society noted that 
during World War II coriander 
seeds were coated in white or pink 
sugar and thrown from carnival 
wagons, earning the name “con- 
fections” or “confetti” When the 
seeds were replaced by balls of 
colored paper the name confetti 
stuck. Take this one to your next 
game of Cruise Ship Trivia! 

It is easy to harvest the seeds. 
Simply let the heads dry to brown right on the 
plant. Clip them and place inside a paper bag; 
as they dry further they will open and the seeds 
will pop out. Even if you are only interested 
in harvesting the seeds, multiple plantings (or 
a big garden patch) are necessary to get a de- 
cent-sized harvest. Let a few drop their seeds 
and you will be blessed with a few self sown 
plants next spring. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff horticultural- 
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow- 
ing food as well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 








SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
Should I Claim Social Security at 62? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I’m looking 
for information about retiring 
and starting my Social Secu- 
rity very soon at age 62. ’'m 
not sure if I want to do it be- 
cause I’m not sure if I can. Can 
you help me figure this out? 
Signed: Hesitant 

Dear Hesitant: I know it 
can be daunting trying to fig- 
ure out whether and when to 
claim your Social Security 
benefits. Pll give you some of 
the basics: 

First, you should know that 
if you claim your benefits at 
age 62, your benefit amount 
will be considerably reduced 
from what it would be if you 
waited longer to claim. At 
62, your benefit will be about 
28% less than it would be at 
your full retirement age (FRA) 
which, for you is 66 years and 


8 months. Your benefit will 
continue to grow by a frac- 
tion of a percentage point each 
month you wait, until it reach- 
es 100% at your FRA. You can 
choose to delay even longer 
than your FRA, and your ben- 
efit will continue to grow up to 
age 70 when you reach your 
maximum benefit amount. 
For you, that maximum at age 
70 would be about 28% more 
than you would get at your 
FRA and about 75% more than 
you would get at age 62. There 
is a considerable financial ad- 
vantage to waiting to claim. 

If you continue working, 
and you claim at age 62 (or 
at any age before your FRA), 
you'll be subject to Social Se- 
curity’s “earnings test,’ which 
limits how much you can earn 
before they take back some of 
your benefits. Starting at age 
62 and continuing until the 
year you attain FRA, there 


will be an annual limit to your 
earnings (the 2021 limit is 
$18,960) and, if you exceed 
that, Social Security will take 
back benefits equal to $1 for 
every $2 you are over the lim- 
it. That could mean you will 
go some number of months 
without receiving benefits un- 
til Social Security recovers 
what you owe because you ex- 
ceeded the earnings limit. Of 
course, if you fully retire from 
work now that is not a con- 
cern, but it may influence a fu- 
ture decision to return to work. 
Social Security’s earnings lim- 
it no longer applies after you 
reach your full retirement age. 

Your marital status also 
comes into play. If you are 
married, and your benefit as a 
spouse will be more than your 
personal benefit will be, then 
there are some special consid- 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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erations which might affect your claiming de- 
cision. Generally, if your spousal benefit will 
be more than your own benefit (from your life- 
time work record), and your husband isn’t yet 
collecting benefits, it’s often wise to claim your 
own earlier and take the larger spouse benefit 
later. Of course, if you’re not married you need 
only be concerned about your personal bene- 
fit from your own lifetime earnings record and 
waiting for a larger life-long benefit, if possi- 
ble, is often the most prudent choice. 

Those are the basic things you should con- 
sider when trying to decide when to claim your 
benefits. But your need for the money now, plus 
your health and life expectancy are also key to 
your decision. If you need the money earlier to 
make ends meet, and you won’t be severely af- 
fected by the earnings limit, then claiming ear- 
ly can be your most prudent choice. Or, if you 
are not enjoying good health and have reason 
to believe that you won’t live at least until to- 
day’s average age for a woman (about 87), then 
that also suggests claiming early. But, if you 
are working and don’t really need the money, 
and you are in good health and expect to live 
to aripe old age, then waiting longer to claim a 
higher benefit is usually a better strategy. 

The reality is that everyone’s personal situ- 
ation is different and there is no single answer 
to the question of when to claim Social Securi- 
ty. [hope the above gives you at least a starting 
point for your decision. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affil- 
1ated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-securi- 
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac- 
foundation.org 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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Small Business Legal Clinic accepting applications 


January 1 application 
deadline approaching 


SPRINGFIELD — The Western New 
England University Small Business 
Legal Clinic is accepting applications 
from entrepreneurs and small business 
owners seeking legal assistance for the 
spring semester 2021. Under faculty 
supervision, law students assist clients 
with legal issues including choice of 
entity, employment policies, contract 
drafting, regulatory compliance, and 
intellectual property issues relating to 
trademark applications and copyright. 
This is a free service available to local 
businesses that might not have the re- 
sources to obtain such services. 

The Small Business Clinic has as- 
sisted more than 350 small businesses 
since it opened. “The Clinic is a great 
resource for entrepreneurs who lack 
the finances to retain an attorney,” said 
Associate Clinical Professor of Law 


Robert Statchen. “By using the Clinic’s 
services, businesses can avoid problems 
by getting legal issues addressed early 
and correctly. It also provides students 
with a great opportunity to get real 
world experience.” 

The Clinic requests small business 
owners to submit their applications by 
January 1, 2021. Applications received 
after that date will be considered if ad- 
ditional resources are available. Stu- 
dents will begin providing services in 
late January. For more 
information, call the 
Legal Clinic at 413- 
782-1469 or email 
Marie Fletcher, Clin- 
ical Programs Admin- 
istrator at mfletcher@ 
law.wne.edu. 

The School of 
Law Small Business 
Legal Clinic was es- 
tablished to afford 
law students with an 





Raffle to support new 
Wilbraham Senior Center 


WILBRAHAM -— Since COVID-19 hit in March, all fundrais- 
ing activity to help support the proposed new Wilbraham Senior 
Center came to a complete stop. The Friends of Wilbraham Se- 
niors have not been able to hold any popular dine-outs, casino bus 
trips, or spaghetti dinners. The annual Holiday Bazaar has also 
been canceled. Funds raised would be used to purchase tables, 
chairs, and furnishings. To close out the year however, the Friends 
are sponsoring a COVID-19 safe 50/50 Holiday Raffle. All pro- 
ceeds will go towards this Building Assistance Fund. 

Tickets are $5 for one ticket or $10 for three. Half of the pro- 
ceeds go towards the Building Assistance Fund. First prize winner 
receives 25%; second prize receives 15%; and third prize receives 
10%. Drawing to be held Dec. 18 at the Senior Center. For tickets 
or more info, call Ann Marie Gaudette 599-4803 
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FOR NEW MEMBERS 


what is affordable for the month of December. 


When you join with a monthly membership agreement. Regular rates apply in January 2021. 


FOR CURRENT MEMBERS 


Bring in a new member to join and 


YOU BOTH DECIDE! 





Ask a membership representative for more information. 


THE Y IS HERE FOR YOU AND OUR COMMUNITY 


This year has challenged many of us emotionally, physically and financially. At the Y, you can 
recharge while practicing self-care in a clean, friendly and safe environment. We understand the 


importance of connecting with others and we're doing that at a socially safe distance. 


opportunity to provide practical consul- 
tation to entrepreneurs starting new and 
building existing small businesses in 
the community. This initiative strength- 
ens alliances within the community by 
using the resources of the University to 
foster new business development. For 
more information or to complete an 
online application, visit https://www1. 
wne.edu/law/centers/small-business-le- 
gal-clinic.cfm. 


The Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District 


We will be taking applications for our 


early childhood programs for district 


residents for the 2021-2022 year. 








Programs are for 3 and 4 year olds. 
If your child will be three by 
September 1, 2021 you may obtain 
an application at hwrsd.org website 
under "Departments," 
"Student Services" 
or call student services at 566-8950 


Applications will be available 
starting January 2, 2021. 
Priority screening and placement 
will be given to applications received 
prior to January 31, 2021. 








SCANTIC VALLEY YMCA 


WINTER 
SWIM 
LESSONS 


JAN. 4 — FEB. 20 
(7 WEEK SESSION) 


Member registration: Dec. 14 





Non-Member registration: Dec. 21 


The Y invests in our kids, our health and our neighbors by providing financial assistance to those 
in need. Reduced rates are available for seniors, veterans and military families. 





SCANTIC VALLEY YMCA 
45 Post Office Park, Wilbraham, MA 01095 
P: 413.596.2749 


www-.springfieldy.org 


WE'RE KEEPING 
OUR SWIMMERS SAFE 


BY REDUCING CLASS SIZE 
AND PRACTICING 
SOCIAL DISTANCING. 





REGISTER AT 


WWW.SPRINGFIELDY.ORG 


OR CALL 413.596.2749 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 








| 2 The Polish National Credit Union (PNCU) 
Members from local band Bassal after an outdoor concert at Rice Fruit Farm this fall. From left to right: Jake delivered its centennial calendars and pastries 


Balbino, Andrew Esteves and Simon Serra. Submitted photo. from Chmura’s Bakery last week to the 
Wilbraham police and fire departments. PNCU 
is celebrating its 100th Anniversary on March 
21st, 2021. From left to right: Carmen Santos, 
PNCU Wilbraham’s Assistant Branch Manager, 
Wilbraham Dispatch Supervisor Anthony 
Gentile and Detective Sean Casella. 

submitted photo. 
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On Nov. 30, Don Collins, a resident of Main Street in Hampden, turned 80 years old. These signs were planted 
in front of his house the night before his birthday. Submitted photo. 


This squirrel had 
been trying to get 
this pumpkin for 
weeks. It finally 
succeeded and had 
its pumpkin dinner 
on Thanksgiving 
day. 

Photo by Tony Vecchio 





From left to right: Deputy Chief Peter Nothe, Captain Kevin Brown, Firefighter 
Manager Zaneta Grasakis. Submitted photo. 
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it’s empty and you’re spending this holiday 

Slow down for the holidays? Not Team413! We are 
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* Community Bulletin Board 
MPDEN | Send us in 


your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


ee =a = 2 ~ —s 
S. 3 _ =c = = - 
f Get a : 2: > — Sr 
— i 
. _ - ~ er . 


— = 






= ~~ 
- -— od 





\. We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
ms please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to elinscott@turley.com 


AAS 
\ , YYZ ~. RO pm 


ta : a SSS 
- » ~~ ‘ 
SRY & 


‘ 
7 — 
Sd 


‘ | »y : 
A Ein 
o> 


Happy 100th Birthday, Frank L. Reed Jr. You have provided us with love, 
guidance, adventure and inspiration all with a great amount of laughter! Love 
~ Se : — from your children, Loring, JoAnn, Jeffrey, Jennifer and Jay, their spouses, your 
Victor Robidoux, and Polish National Credit Union’s Wilbraham Branch grandchildren and great grandchildren. Enjoy your day, Dec. 23, 2020! 
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time of the year....to sell! 

) the house, not a creature was stirring because 
season in your new home thanks to Team413! 

here to help you sell your home before the new year! 


3 agents in the county and Springfield.* 


nost experience to get the job done! 
as of 9/01/20 


A | 413-579-8326 | team413sells@gmail.com ensuing GinaielG 
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Howell, Jansons collaborate with small 
businesses in Hampden 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN - Neighbors and small-business 
owners Sandra Howell and Erica Jansons have 
felt the squeeze the pandemic has placed on busi- 
nesses this year. 

To counter that, the two women, who are 
neighbors on Glendale Road, decided to collab- 
orate. 

Jansons is the owner of Hampden Hills Al- 
pacas, where she sells garments handmade out of 
alpaca yarn, among other goods. 

Howell is an author and the state’s first breed- 
er of the American Curly Horse. She has a new 
illustrated children’s book out this year with 


Sandra Howell, an equine breeder and author in 
Hampden. 





co-author Courtney Vail, titled “Angel’s Journey: 
A Bullied Filly’s Search for Friends & Purpose,’ 
which she now sells at Jansons’ retail farm shop 
on Glendale Road. 

“T was sitting here racking my brain, thinking 


| 

a" Fe 
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* 


Erica Jansons, owner of Hampden Hills Alpaca, 
who has a retail store on her 487 Glendale Rd. 
property. 


about how we both have great local businesses 
which are very small,” Howell said. “I lost all my 
(equine) shows and retail outlets except online. 
And Erica has a shop. I sat there thinking one 
day and said, maybe she and [ could collaborate 
as two women with two small businesses trying 
to survive in these difficult times. I called Erica, 
and she graciously agreed, and said it was a good 
idea.” 

“Sandy has been great at posting on Face- 
book, which kind of highlights her books and my 
shop, which is very eye-catching,’ Jansons said. 

Jansons said since the pandemic began, she’s 
lost a hand-dyer of Peruvian yarns, and some fi- 
ber shows she usually attends were canceled. But 
otherwise, the pandemic hasn’t changed opera- 


Please see , page 13 
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There is no real information as to 
when the vaccines will be deliv- 
ered, but the plan will be in place 
should it be necessary.” 

Last month, the U.S. De- 
partment of Health and Human 
Services announced that the gov- 
ernment has partnered with large 
chain pharmacies and networks 
representing pharmacies to dis- 
tribute COVID-19 vaccines. 

The list includes, but is not 
limited to: Costco Wholesale 
Corp., CVS Pharmacy, Inc., Pub- 
lix Super Markets Inc., Rite Aid 
Corp., Topco Associates, LLC, 
Walgreens, Walmart, Inc., and 
Winn-Dixie Stores Inc. 

“In the state, different (mu- 
nicipalities) are having differ- 
ences of opinion as to whether 
they should have dispensing sites 
or if they should use the CVS 
model, where people will go to 
their pharmacies to get the in- 
oculations (at public facilities),” 
said Glover. 

One obstacle that could deter 
municipalities from coordinating 
large-scale distribution sites for 
COVID-19 vaccinations is the 


December 10, 2020 


matter of temperature. Expen- 
sive, high-performance refriger- 
ators will be required to keep the 
vaccinations properly chilled. 

“Let me say this about a des- 
ignated site — I can tell you that 
the first vaccine that’s coming 
out has to be kept at negative 
170 degrees (Fahrenheit). I don’t 
think we have any of that refrig- 
eration,’ said Davenport. 

Davenport added that the 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines re- 
quire two separate inoculations, 
given approximately three weeks 
apart. He noted that a third vac- 
cine could offer an answer but 
acknowledged that its efficiency 
rating is not ideal. 

“The AstraZeneca product, 
which will be distributed in Eu- 
rope first, is the better product 
in the sense that it’s more stable, 
and, by the summer, they can 
probably get it into single-dose 
vials. The problem with Astra- 
Zeneca is it’s only 70% effec- 
tive,’ said Davenport. 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer and can be reached at dz- 
bierski @turley.com. 





from page | 


vent staff layoffs. 

If, for instance there are 
no staff or students in school 
buildings, there won’t be a need 
for current COVID-19  wait- 
ing rooms, and Ganem said he 
doesn’t want to risk losing staff 
members who subsequently get 
hired elsewhere. 

“The conversation that’s not 





CONCI 


Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There's 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 


happening is about the staff be- 
ing furloughed (in other com- 
munities),” he said. “If we go 
full remote and staff are not in 
our buildings... we’ll have to 
have a conversation about what 
positions are necessary in those 
buildings and what positions are 
not. I don’t want to have that 
conversation.” 
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Jump balls eliminated, close contacted limited in modifications 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — Modifications for 
boys and girls basketball have 
been released and the game will 
look a little different, though sig- 
nificant limits to fan attendance 
will restrict how many can see the 
different-looking game. 

In Western Massachusetts, 
the Pioneer Valley Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference has decided 
the first practices will not take 
place until Jan. 4. Several other 
areas of the states are following 
suit. With no playoffs scheduled 
for the winter season, the various 
regions have the flexibility to de- 
cide when schools will begin and 
end play. 

The Massachusetts Interscho- 


lastic Athletic Association has 
set a Dec. 14 date as the soonest 
teams can start practicing. Sever- 
al Central Massachusetts schools 
will start practicing then with 
contests likely to begin right after 
the new year. 

One rule that will be consis- 
tent throughout all sports is the 
mask mandate. 

Participants must wear masks 
or face coverings at all times 
will participating in practices or 
games. The one caveat is that all 
schools have the ability to des- 
ignate areas where athletes can 
take “mask breaks.” There will 
be areas designated for those 
breaks, especially during bas- 
ketball games where players go- 
ing up and down the court many 
times wearing a mask may need 


Academy team joining 
Pioneers organization in 2021 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — The Western 
Mass. Pioneers will be adding 
a USL Academy League soccer 
team in 2021. The New England 
Mutiny are also in the process 
of forming an Academy soccer 
team. 

Both Academy soccer squads, 
which will be playing their home 
matches at historic Lusitano Sta- 
dium in Ludlow, will be made 
up of the top U16-U19 prospects 
from the Western Mass. area. 

“In club soccer, you’re lim- 
ited to certain age groups,” said 
Joe Ferrara, who’s the owner of 
the Mutiny and the new Pioneers 
General Manager. “An academy 
soccer team allows talented play- 
ers to play for one team regard- 
less of their age.” 

The Pioneers had about 50 
players try-out for the Academy 
League team in November. 

“The Academy League team 
is anew program that we’ve add- 
ed this year,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. “Our 
main goal is to develop the best 
local soccer players from West- 
ern Mass. to hopefully play for 
the Pioneers in the future.” 

Molinari, along with the Pi- 
oneers assistant coaches will be 
coaching the Academy League 
team in 2021. 

“We wanted to have the same 
coaching staff for both the USL 
2 team (Pioneers) and the USL 
Academy team,” Molinari said. 
“We want both of the teams to 
play the same type of style. I do 
like coaching the younger soccer 
players.” 

The plan is for the boys’ 
Academy League team to play 
their home matches prior to the 
Pioneers matches. Both teams 
will also be traveling together to 


road matches. 

The boys’ team will be com- 
peting against eleven other teams 
in the Northeast Division of the 
USL Academy League. 

Molinari has been coaching 
the Pioneers, who are the defend- 
ing Northeast Conference Cham- 
pions of USL League Two, since 
2012. The Pioneers weren’t able 
to play any matches in 2020 due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Pioneers did not suffer 
any losses during the 2019 reg- 
ular season. They lost in confer- 
ence finals and qualified for U.S. 
Open Cup, which wasn’t held 
last summer. The Pioneers also 
qualified for the league playoffs 
in 2016. 

“T really enjoy coaching the 
Pioneers and it was painful not 
being able to compete in any 
matches last year,’ Molinari 
said. “We won our Division title 
in 2019 and it was our best sea- 
son since I’ve been coaching the 
team. We’re now thinking about 
the 2021 season.” 

Ferrara gave his thoughts 
about adding a girl’s Academy 
team for the Mutiny. 

“We’re looking for the top 
girl’s prospects in the area to 
play for the girls academy team 
next year,’ he said. “The age 
group will be similar to the boy’s 
side. The girl’s academy team 
will probably have one or two 
older players.” 

The girls Academy team will 
be playing home matches before 
the Mutiny. 

Jill Serafino is going to be the 
head coach of the girls academy 
squad. 

Serafino is currently the Mu- 
tiny General Manager and is an 
assistant coach. She’s also an 
assistant coach for the women’s 


Please see ACADEMY, page 9 





to catch a breath when the whistle 
blows. Because of the close con- 
tact involved with playing basket- 
ball, there was no way to play the 
sport safely without masks being 
worn. 

The game will see modifica- 
tions, but nothing too drastic and 
more along the way the timing, 
and setup of the game. Gameplay 
will be largely similar though 
different ideas were discussed to 
maintain distancing. 

Like many other sports, the 
pre-game will be simplified. 
Only one captain will meet with 
the referees prior to the game. 
Starting lineups will likely be 
announced, but the traditional 
“high-five” lines will not be al- 
lowed, along with handshakes 
with the opposing coach. 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


There will be emphasis during 
game play to enforce rules about 
freedom of movement and close- 
ly guarding opposing players. 
Defenders are not allowed to im- 
pede practice of offensive play- 
ers, and will enforce the five-sec- 
ond rule on players who are being 
closely guarded. 

The jump ball will be elim- 
inated in favor of a simple coin 
toss to give possession of the ball 
to one team. Alternating posses- 
sion will then prevail like the rest 
of the game typically does. 

Free throws will look a bit 
different with just four players al- 
lowed with the shooter. Normally 
six players are allowed. When a 
player is awarded two or three 
free throws, they will shoot alone 
until the final shot to limit the 
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Pioneers tryouts conclude 


The Western Mass. Pioneers organization continued its try- 
outs for various age groups between Nov. 16 and 20, testing out 
the skills of many young people throughout the region to fill its 
various teams for the upcoming spring season. The Pioneers are 
hopeful for a normal schedule in 2021. 
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time players are in close contact. 

One bigger chance that af- 
fects the end-of-game strategy for 
teams is the “intentional” fouls 
used to try and gain possessions 
for a team that is trailing. A team 
will looking to intentionally foul 
for that purpose will inform the 
referee of that intention, and then 
lightly tag the player with the ball 
upon inbounding. The referee 
would then blow the whistle. 

Jump balls will be whistled 
quicker in order to limit close 
contact. 

Rosters are limited to no more 
than 15 players and three coach- 
es on the bench, though many 
teams do not carry more than 12 
or 13 players. The MIAA is also 
strongly discouraging 
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Star Speedway announces 2021 schedule 


EPPING, N.H. — Star Speed- 
way’s 2021 schedule includes mul- 
tiple major events, a full slate of 
weekly racing series divisions ready 
to race for a championship and the 
thrills and spills of staple shows to 
begin and end the season. 

Fans will get a taste of Super- 
modifieds, Late Models, Modi- 
fieds, Midgets, Super Late Models, 
Trucks, Street Stocks and more over 
the course of more than 22 events of 
racing from April through October. 

The schedule is headlined by 
two events for the Tri Track Open 
Modified Series (May 29 and July 
24), including a new Memorial Day 
weekend show and the 10th annu- 
al SBM Classic in July. The 56th 
annual Star Classic returns, with a 
three-day show from Sept. 17 to 19, 
while there are countless other spe- 
cial events including memorial races 
and extra-distance shows planned. 
The Granite State Pro Stock Series 
is back at Star for two dates -- May 8 
and a new Sunday special as part of 
the Star Classic weekend, Sept. 19. 

Continuing tradition, the season 
begins with the Spring Bunny Brawl 
on April 24, and ends with the two- 
day Howler weekend, Oct. 23 and 
24. Star will give teams, drivers and 
fans one week off each month during 
the season, with off nights scheduled 
for May 22, June 12, July 17, Aug. 
28 and Sept. 4. 

The J&S Paving 350 Supermod- 
ifieds will continue to honor some 
of the best of the past at Star Speed- 
way, with six special events as part 
of their 10-race schedule for 2021. A 
champion will be crowned on Sept. 
11. Major memorial events planned 
include the inaugural Dennis McK- 






ennedy Memorial race as part of the 
Star Classic: 

Bob Webber Sr. Memorial (May 
15) 

Jen Garland Memorial (June 19) 

Krupski Cup (June 26) 

Marco Turcotte Memorial (July 
24) 

Jim Belfiore Memorial (Aug. 14) 

Dennis McKennedy Memorial at 
Star Classic (Sept. 18) 

The Ken Izzett Construction 
Late Models are back with their own 
nine-race slate, headlined by an In- 
dependence Day weekend special 
on July 3, a 75-lapper, and a 100-lap 
feature on Aug. 21. The Late Models 
will also return to the Star Classic, 
this year as part of a Friday slate. 
The Late Model champion will be 
crowned on Sept. 11. 

The MLM Diagnostic Fast 40 
series return for the Woody’s Street 
Stocks as part of the division’s 16- 
race schedule. There will be four 
races in the 40-lap series (April 24, 
May 29, June 26 and Aug. 7), while 
the season will begin at the Bunny 
Brawl and end with the title battle on 
Sept. 26. The Street Stocks will con- 
tinue to run their 50-lap race to end 
the season at the Howler, Oct. 23. 

The EXIT Realty Pro Truck Se- 
ries rumbles into the New Hamp- 
shire oval for two dates of their own, 
slated for events on Aug. 7 and Star 
Classic Sunday, Sept. 19. The North 
East Mini Stock Tour returns to Star 
three times -- including dates on 
June 5, Aug. 7 and Sept. 26. The an- 
nual NEMST 4 Cylinder Nationals 
main event will be run during their 
September date, moved from Classic 
weekend. 

Two Wild And Whacky Wednes- 
day night races 
are set for June 
23 and Aug. 4, 


showcasing 4 and 6/8 Cylinder en- 
duro races. The Six Shooters join the 
June show, while the August race is 
headlined by the Mia’s Jewelry Bou- 
tique Slingshots and spectator one- 
on-one drag races. NELCAR returns 
to Star with their Legends Cars di- 
vision in 2021, with dates on May 8 
and Saturday, Sept. 18. 

The three-day Star Classic will 
honor the late Bobby Webber Sr., 
beginning on Friday, Sept. 17, head- 
lined by a 100-lap race for the Modi- 
fied Racing Series, joined by the Late 
Models, Pure Stocks and Slingshots. 
On Saturday, the day full of winged 
warriors 1s back with the ISMA 125, 
Dennis McKennedy 350 Supermod- 
ified memorial, NEMA Midgets, 
NEMA Lites and NELCAR Legends 
Cars. On Sunday, the weekend ends 
with a 100-lapper for the Granite 
State Pro Stock Series, races for the 
EXIT Trucks, Classic Lites, Street 
Stocks and Six Shooters. 

The Six Shooters will run 13 rac- 
es, headlined by the Don & Aline 
Coster Memorial (July 10) and the 
Liz Paradise Memorial (Oct. 23). 
The Slingshots are set for 14 bat- 
tles of their own, with a 40-lap spe- 
cial scheduled for part of the Aug. 4 
show. There are 13 races for the Pure 
Stocks, races for the Classic Lites, 
and multiple enduro races for the 4, 
6 and 8 cylinders. 

The track will hold two swap 
meets -- one to start the season on 
April 17, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
one in the fall, a two-day special on 
October 30 and 31 from 6:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. 

The 2021 schedule is subject to 
change due to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. For more information visit 
Star Speedway at StarSpeedwayNH. 
com and follow the track on social 
media. 
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Thunderbirds Managing Partner Paul Picknelly, New 
Valley Bank & Trust President and CEO Jeff Sullivan, 
Thunderbirds Mascot Boomer, Thunderbirds President 
Nathan Costa, and Thunderbirds Vice President, Sales 
& Strategy Todd McDonald. 


T-Birds make 
donation to cancer- 
related charities 


SPRINGFIELD -— On Nov. 30, the Springfield 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation announced $4,000 in do- 
nations to local cancer-related charities to cap off a 
successful Hockey Fights Cancer campaign during the 
month of November. Donations will be made to local 
cancer-related charities, including: Center for Human 
Development’s Cancer House of Hope, Survivor Jour- 
neys, American Cancer Society - Relay for Life, Mercy 
Medical Center - Sister Caritas Cancer Center, and the 
national non-profit, Hockey Fights Cancer. 

This season’s campaign looked quite different from 
previous years. Typically, the Thunderbirds would host 
a Hockey Fights Cancer themed game at the end of 
November, complete with specialty lavender jerseys 
that are worn by the players and auctioned off after the 
game. This year, however, the campaign was activat- 
ed on social media. Throughout the month of Novem- 
ber, the Thunderbirds collected names on social media 
from fans for people they “fight for.’ New Valley Bank 
& Trust committed to donate $5 for each submission 
received to the Thunderbirds’ Foundation, for the first 
500 submissions for a remarkable $2,500 total dona- 
tion. The names were then added to Hockey Fights Can- 
cer placards that were placed on the windows leading to 
New Valley Bank & Trust’s newly renovated headquar- 
ters in Monarch Place in downtown Springfield. 

“As we take down the placards we are revealing 
our brand new headquarters location’, said Jeff Sulli- 
van, President and CEO of New Valley Bank. “We have 
been inspired by the personal messages of hope as we 
have been completing our construction on the other side 
of the glass. There are heroes all around us, from our 
friends and family fighting cancer to the work that the 
Thunderbirds and others do to alleviate hunger in the 
community. We at New Valley continue to be very op- 
timistic about the return of the vibrant culture of down- 
town Springfield as we begin to see vaccine distribution 
and economic resurgence in 2021.” 

In addition to the contribution from New Valley 
Bank, the Thunderbirds also collected monetary dona- 
tions on their foundation website, as well as holding a 
specialty game-worn jersey raffle from previous Hock- 
ey Fights Cancer games. The grand total generated 
through these campaigns equaled $4,000. 

“Hockey Fights Cancer has been an incredibly 1m- 
portant cause for our organization and across the AHL 
and NHL,” said Thunderbirds President Nathan Costa. 
“Even though our season hasn’t technically started yet, 
it was important to keep the cause front and center in 
our community, and we thank New Valley Bank & Trust 
for stepping up during this difficult time. We are grate- 
ful to all who supported the cause by purchasing a raffle 
ticket, making a donation to our foundation, or simply 
submitting a name of someone that you fight for.” 


ACADEMY from page 1 


soccer team at Springfield College. 

The Mutiny, who celebrated their twentieth anni- 
versary in 2019, played all of their home matches at 
Lusitano Stadium for the first time. 

The Mutiny also finished the 2019 regular season 
without a loss. They lost to the Lancaster Inferno in 
the United Women’s Soccer Eastern Conference finals. 

For more information on either Academy soccer 
teams please contact Joe Ferrara at jferrara@ wmpio- 
neers.com or 413-330-9775. 





December 10, 2020 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 











This week in recreation 


Connor Duquette, 
Program Coordinator 


WILBRAHAM - Gear up and 
get ready for a wild winter! As the 
cold weather moves in, it brings the 
warm feelings of the holiday season. 
And while it may look a little differ- 
ent this year, we are as committed 
as ever to provide the people of this 
community with programs and activ- 
ities that give that little piece of nor- 
mal to hold onto. 

With E-sports growing  big- 
ger than ever before this year, we 
thought it was a perfect opportuni- 
ty to bring our very own E-sports 
programs back for another round of 
competitive gaming to determine 
who in Wilbraham has what it takes 
to be the next e-sports champion. 
While we are starting out with our 
Madden 2020 and MLB The Show 


2020 tournaments, will the reigning 
champions return to defend their 
crown or will a new challenger rise 
to the top and claim their very own 
e-sports Champion trophy? 

These two games aren’t the only 
ones that will be making an appear- 
ance this E-sports season, Rocket 
League will be making a comeback 
later on in the winter and a few new 
games will be tossing their hats in 
the ring! We will have FIFA, NBA 
2K, and even NHL joining the ranks 
later on so be sure to keep an eye out 
for those registrations as the space 
for these programs is very limited. 

Our modified December Basket- 
ball Programs are now in full swing 
and I would love to give a shout out 
to all of our gym supervisors and our 
coaches, without them, none of what 
we do at the Recreation office would 
be possible. Make sure that if you are 


involved with our programs that you 
thank your coaches and the supervi- 
sors when you see them! 

Stay safe, happy and healthy this 
holiday season and from all of us at 
Wilbraham Parks and Recreations, 
Happy Holidays! 

Notes: Registration will start for 
on Dec. 15 for the winter session of 
Stars for Tomorrow Dance program. 
This go-round, we will be offering 
a Tuesday and/or Thursday session. 
And Art-Ventures will be back with 
registration starting on Dec. 22. 
Also, if all goes well (fingers crossed 
everyone), Winter Basketball will 
start registration on Dec. 22. Reg- 
istration for all programs is online 
or by mail only. Please visit Wilbra- 
hamRec.com for more information 
on all our upcoming programs! 





BUSINESS 
from page 10 


tions in her shop much, 
aside from implementing 
the new safety guidelines. 

Since her items are 
handmade and can _ be 
marked at a higher price- 
point than some are look- 
ing to spend, it’s been 
helpful to fill her store 
with more items and hol- 
iday gifts at various price- 


points, like Howell’s 
books, she said. 
“Having Sandy’s 


books in there is great 
because this is very horse- 
heavy area, and getting 
kids to read is a good 
thing,’ Jansons said. “And 
bullying is a problem; one 
of Sandy’s books talks 
about that. It was kind of 
a no-brainer. And she’s lo- 
cal, she’s just a few houses 
away.” 

Howell, along with her 
co-author, have also pub- 
lished a series of equine- 
themed books for mid- 
dle schoolers that center 
around the topic of bully- 
ing and have won awards 
from organizations like 
Unify Against Bullying. 
Howell has been writing 
books for about 10 years, 
she said. 

Jansons has been rais- 
ing alpacas for 20 years 
and has added sheep to 
her herd in the last three 
years. And she’s always 
worked with her hands; 
before raising alpacas, she 
worked as a tailor. 

“T was always a knit- 
ter, and I’ve learned how 
to weave,’ Jansons said. 
“Lately, my weaving has 
taken off. I’ve been get- 
ting orders for specifically 
kitchen towels for Latvi- 
ans across the country. I 
have deep Latvian heri- 
tage.” 

The two hadn’t 
thought of collaborating 
before — until the pan- 
demic, when Howell said 
she’d heard about other 
women — small-business 
owners who were taking 
that approach to help each 
other during these times. 

“T think that’s what we 
need to do in our small 
town,’ Howell said. “We 
have a lot of local hill 
towns that could make the 
short trip to Erica’s shop 
and buy local.” 


Springhield-based specialty market Inter 
Produce expands with Ludlow location 


LUDLOW— Building upon the success NN 
of their specialty market in Springfield’s 
Forest Park neighborhood, Inter Produce 
recently opened their second location, at 4 
White St. in Ludlow. 


Owner Ali Bulut and his family cele- on r. A 


brated the milestone with a ribbon-cutting, 
which was attended by Ludlow native and 
resident, Hampden County Sheriff Nick 
Cocchi. 

The new location, which carries Turk- 
ish, Polish, Portuguese and Italian products 
in addition to discounted fresh fruits, vege- 


Please see PRODUCE, page 15 
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Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 


Auto 
Sales & Service 


WE'RE Me 










Inter Produce owner Ali Bulut and his ‘family 
celebrated the milestone with a ribbon-cutting, 


which was attended by Ludlow native and 





With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 









Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
@ & Excludes 
diesel & 
synthetic 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 12/31/20 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF 


any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
‘ Expires 12/31/20 T 





10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 12/31/20 T 





WHEEL 


$69°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 12/31/20 T 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 





TEMPORARY HOURS: 


MON-FRI 8-4 


oil filter, 21 aay check, top off all fluids. 


22 EXHAUST SPECIAL 
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ALIGNMENT CHECK | 


e 10% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


e Automatic Transmission Service 


e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 





WAINGPEGTION STATION AQcue® 


5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


resident, Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi. 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 1 
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Direct 


from the 
North Pole 





Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
Special opportunity to personalize 
a child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 
and enclose your check for $10.95.* 
The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 
so dont delay, order today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


“$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. 
Please include phone number. 
Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/18/20. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ___ ZIP 


PHONE 
PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


LJCHECK LJVISA  JMASTERCARD [JAMEX [JDISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


SERVING 50 LOCAL 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 





A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2Q****xkk A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





2*****A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


COMMUNITIES 


December 10, 2020 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
Since 1982, Insured, Referencs, 
HIC#175887 

Carpentry, Painting, Roofing, Apart- 
ment Turnovers, Cleanups, Lawn Care, 
Fall Cleanup, Snow Removal, more. 
(413) 455-5458 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


SNOW PLOWING, DRIVEWAYS 
AND SMALL PARKING LOTS. 
Residential and Commercial clean- 
outs/dumpster service. Palmer, Wil- 
braham, Monson, Ludlow area. Fully 
insured. Call DiRico Properties (413) 
530-1299 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


21 Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name: Phone: _ 
Address: 

Town: State: Zip: _ 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ 

Credit Card: L) MasterCard HVISA U Discover UW Cash LY Check# 

Card #: Exp. Date CVV 

Amount of charge: __Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 








Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 





BELCHERTOWN 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 





HUBBARDSTON 
BARRE > 


NEW BRAINTREE 











WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 





Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price em 
Add a second ZONE __ *10.00 ouen 
Adda third ZONE ___*5.00 Coa 
Subtotal = 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 


413-519-5439 
Buying? Selling? 
Our rt 
Classifieds 
Get Results! 
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SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinc- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 


CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


oF AN 


RS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 
CALL OR TEXT 
413-219-6339 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


SSSSSSSSSSSS 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


a a 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


EXPERIENCED CASHIER. Apply 


in person. 90 Meat Outlet, 90 Avacado 
St., Springfield, MA (413) 737-1288 





Advertise your home 
improvement services 
in our classifieds. 
We get results! 


CE Se 


TOWN OF PALMER_ TRUCK 
DRIVER LABORER - OPERATIONS 
DIVISION PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT. The Town of Palmer is accept- 
ing applications for Full Time Truck 
Driver - Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works Operations Division. We 
are seeking an experienced, self-mo- 
tivated individual with public works 
knowledge to become part of our op- 
erations division. A High School Diplo- 
ma, Class B Massachusetts Driver's 
License with air-brakes endorsement 
is required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 
rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM P/T 


Emergency Dispatcher & P/T Record- 
ing Secretary. Looking for a reliable 
P/T Emergency Dispatcher & P/T Re- 
cording Secretary. For application and 
more information please visit www.wil- 
braham-ma.gov. Application deadline 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 








FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


eS 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 


fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413: 
478-4212 


e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 
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Read your local newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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tables and Boars Head deli meats, expands 
the family’s business footprint, which has 
been growing since 2003. 

“My family and I are excited to open a 
second store in the town of Ludlow and con- 
tinue to serve the community,” owner Ali 
Bulut said. “We work to support good orga- 
nizations and efforts throughout Springfield 
and we look forward to bringing that same 
good will to Ludlow.” 

Several times during theCOVID-19 pan- 
demic, Inter Produce has spearheaded efforts 
to hold community food giveaways, helping 
provide Pioneer Valley families thousands of 
pounds of food. 

The new location, which was previous- 
ly a produce and fish market, has been re- 
modeled and modernized to accommodate 
the wide variety of products patrons of the 
Springfield location have grown to appreci- 
ate. 

The Ludlow location is open Monday 


through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sun- 
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 





Specialty market Inter Produce recently 
celebrated the grand opening of its new 
Ludlow location. 





CHIEF from page 1 


tions and issues that percolate from the lo- 
cal level up to the DPH as the pandemic has 
continued to evolve, he said. 

“Being a part of that has been very inter- 
esting,” he said. “Now, we wait for the vac- 
cine, imminently. There’s a lot of planning 
and a lot of work to be done, preparing for 
the vaccine roll-out. We continue to work 
on that on a consistent basis.” 

While plans for the roll-out haven’t been 
finalized yet, Farnsworth said law enforce- 
ment will likely play a key role, depending 
on what model and what plans for phasing 
are used. Regardless, law enforcement will 
need to address traffic concerns, among 
others that could arise with mass inocula- 
tion sites. 

Protests surrounding the Black Lives 
Matter movement also put a strain on law 
enforcement across the country this year. 

“In Massachusetts, we’re pretty lucky — 
we didn’t really have the types of issues we 
saw across the country,” Farnsworth said. “I 
think a lot of that has to do with the job that 
our men and women do day in and day out.” 

For instance, many people called for re- 
form legislation banning the use of choke- 
holds by police. But in Massachusetts, 
chokeholds have never been included in law 
enforcement training, Farnsworth said. 

“Typically, in Massachusetts, we’re 
ahead of the curve in law enforcement,” he 
said. “We’ve trained our officers on implicit 


bias for a long time. We train our officers 
on de-escalation. We actively have mental 
health professionals collaborating with our 
departments on outreach. We’re doing so 
many things proactively. 

“All professions have their issues, but 
by and large, we do a very good job of po- 
licing in Mass.,” he said. “One part of my 
job (as association president) was to make 
sure we countered that as much as possible 
and got the word out about what we do and 
how we do it.” 

When it’s time for Farnsworth to step 
down as association president, he’ll stay on 
the Board of Directors for a year to help the 
new president and to see the association’s 
efforts through, including with the vaccine 
roll-out, he said. 

Farnsworth has been with the Hamp- 
den Police Department since 1992. Cur- 
rently, the department employs a crew of 
29, including 10 full-time and 10 part-time 
patrolmen, along with clerks and support 
personnel. 

He said Hampden has been “a great 
community” to work with. 

“You have an opportunity to really 
know the people here,’ he said. “You be- 
come a community resource, and that’s 
exactly what the police department should 
be, so that when people need anything, they 
turn to the police department. And one way 
or another, we do our best to help them. It’s 
nice to be engrained with the community 
the way that we are.” 





COVID from page 1 


room for more potential hospitalizations 
due to COVID-19. 

The state also released new quaran- 
tine guidelines, allowing people to “test 
out of quarantine,’ Conselino said. 

Previously, someone who came into 
contact with a person who then tested 
positive for coronavirus had to quaran- 
tine for 14 days. 

Under the new guidelines, which are 
based on recommendations from the 
CDC, if a person comes into contact 
with someone who then tests positive 
for the virus, the contact must quaran- 
tine for at least seven days. If after five 
days of quarantining, they get tested and 
receive negative results, they can come 
out of quarantine after a seven-day quar- 
antine. 

The Hampden-Wilbraham Region- 
al School District will be following the 
new quarantine guidelines as well, Con- 
selino said. 

Selectmen Chair Bob Russell asked 
Conselino who gets contacted about 
positive test results and if that informa- 
tion is available to the town, or only to 
the individual. 


Conselino said if someone tests 


positive for coronavirus, the individual 
is contacted with a phone call directly 
from the testing site, and the local Board 
of Health is also informed. She said she 
follows up with each positive case to an- 
Swer any questions the person may have 
and to conduct contact tracing. 

In other Board of Selectmen news, 
the town’s Parks and Recreation Direc- 
tor, Bryan Litz, said about 300 kids have 
registered for the December youth bas- 
ketball program. 

He hopes to offer a program from 
January through March, which would be 
open to kids from kindergarten through 
8'" srade. They might also offer a high 
school recreation league, but that’s con- 
tingent on access to Wilbraham Middle 
School. 

Litz said if the winter program is ap- 
proved by Selectmen, registration would 
start in late December. Spectators won’t 
be allowed at the games, per state guid- 
ance limiting indoor activities to 25 peo- 
ple, but games would be livestreamed so 
families can watch. 

Selectmen agreed to revisit the agen- 
da item next week when they “have a 
better handle on the (COVID-19) num- 
bers,” Russell said. 


The Library Loft 


voor aToXo) alo] pt=t-m Ore) gal ented atom m lt-1 rela (or-1 CO-14 i de Ol oto ll a-1e ass A a-1-1 me ofl l9alel 6 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul “friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
HOurRS: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wea. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am -4pm ¢ Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 2863-3330 ext. 100 


=_—=— ae | 


i 


Proceeds | Benefit the Palmer Public aay: 





es | 





OL OM 


nw a wet 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMERS —— $$$ ~~ ~~. December 10, 2020 

































Pot someone know 


Ae te you care by giving 

Plants, Gardening Tools, Statuary Jassie = a pone 
Let Them Choose What They 4 ( ~ 

fiee, gift card, on 


Really Want with a GIFT CARD! { ‘ COMMON GROUNDS — gift basket from 


www.16acresgardencenter.com 
thein favorite 


1359 Wilbraham Rd., Springfield The Wilbraham Shops, Local coffee shop! 


Din Canpavares 413-783-5883 ' f 2341 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 


GARDEN CENTER QpenDaily Closed Christmas axion Mon-Fri Zam-3pm Sat & Sun 8am-2pm 
Gift Card Promo 


through 12/24 


$50 in gift cards = $5 for you 
$100 in gift cards = $10 for you ; 
XS COM Thy Gift Cards 


$150 in gift cards = $15 for you They Will 
CENTER SQUARE GRILL Pastries, Bagels, Meas 

& Breakfast 

Sandwiches 





No time to make breakfast during the holiday season? Let us help! 
34 Somers Road, Hampden | 413-566-1515 
Tues.-Sat. 6am-12noon | Sun. 6:30am-1pm | Mon. closed 


DEC 11-13 + DEC 18-20 
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=” GIFT CARDS | 


FROM RICE’s... 
The perfect gift for 


_ * Teachers ¢ Bus Drivers aie ante 
= Babysitters Letter Carrier ~ a“ = 11:30-2:30 

_ Co-workers * Neighbors was e- obec «BRUNCH © $5 MIMOSAS 
=») Stocking Stuffers x i BLOODY MARY $ 
Secret Santa... EVERYONE! Se 

Open 6:00am Daily ~ Year Round! , eae ip as ic 415.279.2020 tues ma 
_757 Main St., Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-4002 yo i sorting ot 11:30 route2Obarandgrille.com Sy, 1130antmg 


Follow us on Facebook & 
Our Website for Updates. 









Ask about our trays to go 
for your holiday meals. 


The cards can be bought in any 
denomination and there is no limit. 












GIFT CARDS! Good towards Hair Services, 
Hair Products & Natural Jane Iredale Cosmetics 


A Full Service Salon 
2141 Boston Rd., Wilbraham, MA 
DECE Mi BE R The Eastwood Shops (across from Dunkin’ Donuts) 
La | . 9 Purchase a $50 OPEN: Mondav — Saturd 
Li CALL TODAY! , SB os Gift Card & Receive . iii aii 


= 413-566-6015 | | me SAa ei 
Srl Css 


aa 2 > el Beer e Wine TRY OUR 
Gaurmet Pizzas Spirits ¢ Cocktails FAMILY STYLE Let Us Saar vont 


Event, Full Service | ely : : Bat ted ra 
Grinders Full Bar Menu MEALS Home Catering os Love These *°f 


Calzones Martini Monday For up to 6 people. Available. Businesses or © 
Salads Wednesday Trivia WE ARE OPEN Mon.-Thurs. 3-8pm, ze We May i 


Wings & More Keno & Lottery Fri. & Sat. 2-9pm, Sun. 2-8pm 


9 Allen St. Hampden Mini Mall « Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015 1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 413-566-8324 | W#@¢~ Lose ‘Chem! 
Te Open Days | www.giospizzeria.com [= -||[=3] lacucinahampden.com Oe aa ae ae Oe 


Please consider these wondertul businesses in our community when | 


purchasing Gift Cards this holiday season. Your support of small, 
independent business keeps our community strong! | 






























